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Gladstone's immediate task was, as he said, " to pacify
Ireland." He drew up a Bill for the Disestablishment of the Irish
Church (1869), followed by another for its disendowment. The
latter measure authorised the use of its surplus funds (after
provision had been made for reasonable stipends for its clergy)
for the relief of distress in Ireland. Then he put through a
Land Act (1870), which enacted that no tenant could be evicted
as long as he paid his agreed rent, and that he should be entitled
on ceasing his tenancy to compensation for any improvements
he had made hi the land.
§ 308. " educating our masters."—But Irish discontent
was only one of many problems that were urgently demanding
attention at this time ; for as long as Palmerston was alive his
" Conservatism at home " (§ 290) had hindered all attempts at
reform. Gladstone gave a much freer hand to his colleagues ;
and so many important measures were passed during the next
few years that we are reminded of the tremendous legislative
activity of the 'thirties (Ni97). We sometimes speak of this as
" The Second Great Era of Reform."
Perhaps the most critical of these questions was national
education. Governmental grants in aid of the two " Voluntary
Societies " (Nig3) had gradually increased since 1833 ; but
there were still many districts without schools. Now that the
Second Reform Bill had given the working-class the vote, it was
positively dangerous that those who would in future control the
country's destinies should be unable even to read and write. It
was time, as one prominent public man put it, " to educate our
masters."
It fell to W. E. Forster, the Lord President of the Council-
in the Gladstone Ministry, to provide a remedy. The first
question he had to settle was whether the Government would
give increased grants to the existing " Voluntary " schools, and
merely fill in the gaps; or withdraw the grants from those
schools and make an entirely fresh start. Of course, the former
alternative would be the cheaper; but it was open to one

